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Constitution 


ARTICLE I. NAME 


The name of the society shall be the Acoustical Society 
of America. 


ARTICLE II. PURPOSE 


The purpose of the society shall be to increase and diffuse 
the knowledge of acoustics and promote its practical 
applications. : 


ARTICLE III. MEMBERSHIP 


The society shall be composed of the subscribers to this 
constitution at the date of organization and such other 
persons or corporations as shall be hereafter admitted to 
membership in accordance with the provisions of the 
By-Laws. 

The membership shall be classified as follows: honorary 
members, sustaining members, and members, as provided 
in the By-Laws. Sustaining members may be either persons 
or corporations; all other members must be persons. The 
voting power shall be restricted to and vested exclusively 
in the members constituting the fellows of the society. 


ARTICLE IV. Executive CoUNCIL 


The affairs of the society shall be in charge of an execu- 
tive council which shall consist of the president, vice presi- 
dent, secretary and treasurer and six fellows to be elected 
as provided in the By-Laws. 


ARTICLE V. OFFICERS 


The officers of the society shall consist of a president, a 
vice president, a secretary and a treasurer, who shall be 
chosen in the manner provided in the By-Laws. 


ARTICLE VI. AMENDMENTS 


This constitution may be altered or amended at any 
meeting of the society when a proposed amendment, as 
submitted by the executive council, is favored by two- 
thirds of all of the fellows present thereat voting upon such 
amendment. A copy of every proposed amendment shall 
be mailed to each fellow of the society at least thirty days 
before a vote is to be taken thereon. All voting shall be by 
ballot. 

This constitution may be subscribed to in any number of 
counterparts, all of which shall constitute one and the same 
instrument, irrespective of the time or times when the same, 
or any of the counterparts, was or may be subscribed to. 


AMENDMENT I. EDITOR 


In addition to the four officers mentioned in Article V, 
the Editor of the Journal shall also be an officer of the 
society and a member of the executive council. He shall 
be chosen in the manner provided in the By-Laws. 


By-Laws 


ARTICLE I. NAME AND PURPOSE OF THE SOCIETY 


The name and purpose of this society shall be those 
stated in the constitution. 


ARTICLE IJ. MEMBERSHIP 


Section 1—Eligibility 


There shall be four classes of membership, viz., honorary, 
fellows, sustaining members, members. 

Any person or corporation interested in acoustics shall 
be eligible for membership in this society. Every person or 
corporation desiring to become a member of this society 
shall in person or by authorized representative sign an 
application for such membership. 

Any person of outstanding eminence in theoretical or 
applied acoustics may be elected to honorary membership. 

Any person who shall have rendered conspicuous service 
and made notable contributions in acoustics shall be 
eligible to fellowship in this society. 


Any person or corporation contributing Fifty Dollars 
($50) or more annually may be elected a sustaining member. 


Section 2—Election 

Applications for membership must be signed by two or 
more fellows or members and forwarded to the secretary. 
Applicants shall be admitted to membership when their 
applications have been approved by three or more members 
of the executive council. 

All classes of membership other than honorary shall be 
elected by a majority vote at a regular or special meeting of 
the executive council. Honorary members shall be elected 
only by a unanimous vote of the executive council. 


Section 3—Privileges 

The right to vote at elections, and hold office shall be 
restricted to and exclusively vested in the membership 
constituting fellows. All other classes of membership, other 
than honorary, shall have the same privileges as fellows, 
except as herein otherwise provided. 

Honorary members shall have such privileges as may be 
granted by the executive council. 
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Section 4—Termination of Membership 


Membership in the society may be terminated at any 
time by a majority vote of the executive council. Failure 
to pay dues for one year would be deemed sufficient cause 
for termination of membership. 


ArTIcLE III. DUEs 


The annual dues of the society shall be Seven Dollars 
and Fifty Cents ($7.50) for fellows and Five Dollars ($5.00) 
for members. 

Disbursements shall be made by the treasurer when such 
disbursements are approved by a two-thirds vote of the 
executive council. 


ARTICLE IV. OFFICERS 


The officers of the society shall consist of a president, 
a vice president, a secretary and a treasurer. 


Section 1—Eligibility 


Any fellow is eligible for election to any office in the 
society. 

All officers except members of the council shall be elected 
for a period of one year. 

Two members of the council shall be elected each year 
and shall hold office for a period of three years. 

All officers shall take office two weeks after election. 

After serving two consecutive terms the president shail 
be ineligible for re-election. After serving one term members 
of the executive council shall be ineligible for immediate 
re-election. 


Section 2—Election 


Election shall be by ballot. Nominations shall be made 
by a nominating committee appointed by the president 
and approved by the council. This committee shall consist 
of five fellows of the society, at least one of whom shall, 
when present at the meeting, be a past president of the 
society. The name of any candidate suggested by more 
than ten fellows shall appear on the official ballot along 
with those nominated by the nominating committee. 


ARTICLE V. MEETINGS 


The meetings of the society and the executive council 
shall be held at such times and place as may be designated 
from time to time by the executive council. 


ARTICLE VI. ORDER OF BUSINESS 


The order of business shall be determined by the 
executive council. 


ArTICLE VII. EXECUTIVE COUNCIL 


The affairs of the society shall be managed by an execu- 
tive council which shall consist of the president, vice 
president, secretary and treasurer and six members to be 
elected as provided in these by-laws. Each member of the 


172 ACOUSTICAL SOCIETY OF 





AMERICA 


council shall be a fellow in good standing at the time of 
election. 

Any vacancy occurring in the executive council may be 
filled for the unexpired term by a majority vote of the 
remaining members of the executive council. 


ARTICLE VIII. PRESIDENT 


The president shall, if present, preside over all meetings 
of the society and the executive council. In case of the 
absence of the president, the vice president shall have all 
the powers and perform all the duties of the president. 


ARTICLE IX. SECRETARY 


The secretary shall attend all meetings of the society and 
the executive council and shall keep a true and faithful 
record thereof. 


ARTICLE X. TREASURER 


The treasurer shall have charge of and receive all the 
funds and securities of the society. He shall deposit the 
funds to the credit of the society in such bank or trust 
company as the executive council shall direct and he shall 
disburse the same only upon the approval of the executive 
council. 


ARTICLE XI. AMENDMENT 


Upon recommendation of the executive council, these 
by-laws may be altered or amended at any meeting of the 
society by a majority vote of the members present. Before 
the executive council will make any recommendations, the 
substance of the proposed alterations or amendments must 
have been submitted to each of its members. 


AMENDMENT I. EDITOR 


In addition to the four officers mentioned in Article IV, 
the Editor of the Journal shall also be an officer of the 
Society and a member of the Executive Council. 


Section 1 

Any Fellow is eligible for election to the office of Editor. 
The Editor shall be elected for a period of three years and 
shali be eligible for re-election. 
Section 2 


Election shall be by ballot in the manner prescribed in 
Article IV, Section 2 of the By-Laws. 


Section 3 

The Editor shall be assisted by an Editorial Board which 
shall consist of five persons appointed by the Editor and 
approved by the Executive Council. 


AMENDMENT II. RETIRING PRESIDENT 


Upon completion of his term of office the retiring 
president shall automatically become a member of the 
Executive Council for a period of one year. 
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History 


N December 27, 1928, a group of some forty 

interested people met to discuss the pgssi- 
bility of forming an Acoustical Society. The 
proposal was regarded with enthusiasm, so that 
plans were perfected that led to the formal 
organization of the AcousTICAL SOcIETY OF 
AmerRIcCA on May 10-11, 1929, at the Bell 
Telephone Laboratories in New York City, with 
a charter membership of about 450.* 

During the six years since 1929 the Acoustical 
Society has prospered. Two meetings of the 
society have been held each year, with an 
attendance of an interested group of members, 
and a stimulation of effort in the solution of 
acoustic problems. Important advances have 
been made in various subjects, notably in the 
theory and measurement of the intensity, ab- 
sorption, and transmission of sound ; the loudness 
and tone-structure of noise; reverberation in 
rooms; the processes of speech and hearing; the 
performance of music, both instrumental and 
vocal. Many new instruments have been de- 
veloped to measure these phenomena, with an 
increasing use of the modern vacuum tube for 
generating and amplifying sound. National 
leadership has been assumed by the society in 
the study and control of noise; and in the 
promotion of ideals wherever acoustic matters 
are involved. In 1931 the society joined with 
other scientific societies in the formation of the 
American Institute of Physics, a national organ- 
ization formed to unite all societies interested in 
physics. 

The membership, which numbers about 700 
at the present writing, is a composite group. 
It includes investigators in universities and 
research laboratories who study the theory of 
sound and conduct experiments on acoustic phe- 
nomena; also, there are a considerable number 
who are interested in the practical applications 
of acoustics for the benefit of the public, a 
procedure that requires the intelligent develop- 


_ *See article: History of the Acoustical Society of America, J. Acous. 
Soc. Am. 1, 5 (1929). 


ment of instruments and acoustic products to a 
high degree of perfection. 

An important element in the progress of the 
society is the Journal of the Acoustical Society, 
which has appeared quarterly with reports of the 
society meetings and papers on various acoustical 
subjects. Such a journal was needed, and it is 
now recognized at home and abroad as the lead- 
ing journal in its field. 

The society has been fortunate in attracting 
the interest of a group of able men who have 
served diligently in various capacities. The un- 
selfish interest of these individuals in the forma- 
tion and development of the organization has 
been largely responsible for its growth and 
present standing. Various industrial organiza- 
tions have also given gratifying financial and 
moral support to the society. 

The outlook for the future is bright. Acoustic 
phenomena have a fascination for most people. 
Not only are abstract problems to be solved, 
but the increasing importance of sound and 
noise in the everyday life of the average citizen 
is a challenge to engineers in the practical 
application of acoustic principles. It is the func- 
tion of the Acoustical Society to stimulate and 
encourage these developments. 


THE TENTH ANNIVERSARY MEETING 


All that is written in the preceding History is 
still true, but in greater degree. The Tenth 
Anniversary Meeting, held at the Hotel Pennsyl- 
vania, New York City on May 15-16, 1939, was 
a notable occasion. There was a record attend- 
ance, a splendid program with a number of 
special demonstration papers, and a series of 
interesting events—a luncheon in honor of the 
first officers, an evening dinner, besides various 
luncheon and dinner parties, with a final well- 
planned visit to the World’s Fair on May 17. 
There was a general feeling of satisfaction that 
the Society had made a creditable progress during 
its first ten years, and that the future looked 
even better in prospect. 
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